The world’s best wine magazine A £4.20

CCak

Chile &
Argentina

Today's 25 star names
and the must-buy wines

| ITALY’S FINEST

Barolo 2006: 75
5- and 4-star wines
from a highly rated year

Chianti Classico:
our best buys from
the new vintages

PLUS A ?’ o

¥ P——
Wm to ﬁ o
t 2008 "

Tuscan discoveries “

Florence for wine lovers

Alsace’s grands crus
Loire reds 2009

White Burgundy's
ageing problem

08>

QEJ?CI? 4N4 2618

i =




Barolo 2006

Schiavenza, Bricco Cerretta,
Serralunga d’Alba 1767
\].-"..-‘E'- LK ww'w. schiavenza.com
arth, spice, rose, prune and oak bougquet
I-school style with excellent, deep, dried fruit
wours, real mineral feel and mouthcoating,
jent tannins. Needs timea but fine
tial. Drink: 2015-2023 Alc: 14.5%

Andrea Oberto, LaMorra 175

E %.-") Astium

Prominent vanilla cak, floral notes and red fruit
iromas. Elegant palate with nice balance and
rmony. Powerful and relatively open style
with a sinewy structure, fine tannins and fresh

cidity, Drink: 2012-2017, Ale: 14%

Ceretto, Bricco Rocche Brunate,
LaMorraiis

EE‘D Bibendum

of rose, violets, plums, bramble

integrated oak and vanilla. Carefully
n the palate - benchmark Barolo, with

115 perfi

Fruit, silky tannins and good oak
Great balance. Drink: 2015-2022, Alc: 14%

Negretti, La Morra 175

N.-.ﬂ'- I_lK www. negrethivinl.com

Attractive wild berry fruit aroma. Elegant style
whichis deep, vigorous and powerful with
cencentration and complexity. Still youthful but
nas an attractive palate that is serious,
mtegrated and compiete with velvety tannins
Drink: 2012-2018, Alc: 14%

Ferdinando Principiano,
Boscareto, Serralunga d’Alba 176
EED Amps, Butlers, Define, Noel Young, Quall,

Reserve Wines, The Sampler, Secret Callar, Vinaking,
WoodWinters, Worth Bros

Redcurrant and leather aromas, Traditional style

with sweet fruit and tannic grip but still linear
Juicy acidity underpins the savoury fruit
Complex and long. Drink: 2013-2022_ Alc: 14%

Ascheri, Sorano Coste & Bricco,
Serralunga d’Albai75

£50 Swig

Coffee, chocolate, spice, sage, cedar and cherry
fruit bouguet. Bright and uplifting palate with
chewy tannins. A seamless traditional style and
lovely dark berry fruit quality. Elegant and
inviting. Drink: 2011-2016. Ale: 14%

Ciabot Berton, Roggeri,
LaMorrai7s

E 26 The Wine Society
Classic savoury, dark fruit, fennel, roses and

violet perfume. Immediately accessible red with
balanced ripe fruit, refreshing acidity, nice use of

oak and well-judged tannins. Ripe and silky.
Drink: 2014-2020. Alc: 14%

Andrea Oberto, Brunate,
LaMorrai733

E55 Astrum

Modern nose of dark berry fruit and vanilla cak
Deliciously juicy and concentrated dark berry
fruit, velvety tannins and a fine polished veneer
of vanilla oak. A crowd-pleasing international
style with finesse. Drink: 2012-2018. Alc; 14.5%

Highly Recommended (continued) 51849015

=& I - <Al

Andrea Oberto, Rocche,
LaMorrai7s

ESG Astrum

Lush, powerful cherry, spice, violet, ripe red
berry, earth and coffee aroma. Lively, vibrant
fruit with elegant tannins, good depth and
complex layers. Lots of spice and vigour thanks
to fine acidity. Drink: 2012-2019. Ale: 14.5%

Attilio Ghisolfi, Bussia Bricco
Visette, Monforte d'Alba 17.5

E 31 EED [}4} Marc Fine Wine

Tar, earth, spice, red fruit, perfumed violets
redcurrants and baked apple aromas
Traditional style which is youthfully sturdy, with
a lovely texture, real grip and deep dark fruit
Has potential, Drink: 2012-2022, Alc: 14.5%

Erbaluna, La Morra17s

EZ? Swig, Vinceremos

Hints of great complexity to come on the nose:
porcini, black olives, cocoa and savoury notes.
Engaging palata with savoury flavours, fabulous
grip and intensity. Bodes well for the future
Well done, Drink: 2014-2020, Alc: 14%

Gianfranco Alessandria,
San Giovanni, Monforte d'Alba 1733

E4?99 The Winery

Vigorous dark berry fruit, oak, candied peel
orange zest and ginger. Intense, concentrated
and full-favoured wine with sweet, juicy fruit,
refreshing acidity and muscular tannins. Well
crafted. Drink: 2012-2018. Alc: 14.5%
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Silvano Bolmida, Bussia,

Tenute Costa, Duecorti,

Highly Recommended (continued) is5-15.49pt

Villadoria, Sori Lazzarito,

] [] 1

Monforte d’Alba 165 Monforte d’Alba 16.5 Serralungad’Albaics

E32.45 sancrott N,.l".ﬁ UK wwwtenutecosta.it £24.95 atfie Fiandaca, Vagabond &

Pronounced, concentrated nosea of fresh cherry Spicy, vigorouws, oaky nose with red fruit, toast Ripe, smoky red fruit, oak and violet perfume

and blackberry fruit with savoury notes, Ripe, and rose notes. Savoury, elegant palate backed Balanced palate with dense tannins creeping up

full palate with good, firm, balancing tannins by firm tannins, power and intensity, A pretty, Quite perfumed, well integrated and very pretty

and acidity. Lovely. Drink: From 2012, Ale: 14% charming wine, Drink: From 2014, Alc: 14.5% wine, Drink: From 2015, Ale: 14%

3-STAR WINES Recommended ...

WINE SCORE TASTING NOTE ALC  DRINK PRICE STOCKISTS

Elig Filipping, Castiglions Falletto 641  Freshfragrant chemy, menihol, rose. nutmeg, speanmant, cofles and spice. Firm,  14% 2002-  N/A LK wws eheffipeis com
salid, classic and astringent palsle with frm fanning. Promises a good fuune, 2013

Azelis, San Rocco, Sermalunga d'Alba B33 Evolved arcena of SDion. ros, mimerals, vanilla, kol of cak snd confected frut 145% From E4AS0T st § Beooin
Enjoyably, irfegrated and aiseriiee with fine-grained tanmins and good acidity 20014

Ca' Rome, Vigna Cerretta, Serralunga d'Alba 1633 Lean oak, berries and cherries. vanilla, buomt rubber, rose and vickst perfume 4% From  N/AUK wwacseomecom
Saluy with geipgy tanning, freshress and flase. Seers comphete and stylish 2015

Claibot Berton, La Morra W33 Poited, dbcate and Iragrant spice, minevals snd fresh, fowers. Youthful spicy.  14%  20013=  E24-£26 Gomard Seel, jemobasms, Lariom, Milery's of Sohe
pepoary palabe with smooth tanens. Simple bud does whal it by onthe tin 2018 (i ]

Franco Conterno, Yigna Pugnane, B33 Spice, ripe berry fneft and vanilla perfume, Good depth and siioy textune with 4% From  NOALK  www ieacoconten it

Castiglions Falletio well-judgesd tannans that add structure snd grip. Derse, fleshy, modern style 202

GD Vajra, Bricco delie Viole, Barolo B33 Do red froll, spice, orange and colfed bean aroma. Subithe, smokey palate, 14.5% 20012~ ESO=  Libarky Wines Shem, Tie Wine Socisty
swiphornive Lanmen, ood acidity and ripe, juicy Irel, Clsse, iabust and firm 2017 E59.04

| Bastioni, La Mofra 1633 Restrained laather and smoke arama. Modam style with emphasis on ich floral,  14.5%  2012- EW Cowling Wines
sweet dark berry frut. 1| is juicy, harmonicus, nicely batanoed and seductive 2015 (3004)

Massoling, Parafada, Sermhanga d'Alba 16.33  Earih, iron, rose, lvender o and medicinal nose, Tradisonad syle nch, unctuows,  14% 2004-  ES} 50= Libwrty Wines, Shep
cheswy palate with plenty of deed, stewid frun and ohoy, Tt Tl 2020 E69. 50

Qdidarn, Rocche de Castiglions 633 Evolved nase of sweel spice, ripe ved bormies, violets, smeiz, oak and flowars, 4% 2012 NAAUK wwwoddemit
Balanted and attractee with ripe tannins. Forwand style with deied frut evours 2022

Dhaga Cantorma 625 Tar, vinlot, red Beery, dark frult, spece and oak aroma. Bk, uave and round palate 14.5% 20013 NJA UW  wwwidepoooatemeil
with tight-knit tannins. Mot yel in bafance bul the frait should emergpe with time 2020

L Guercioks, Costa o Rose, Barclo 1625  Tradtional aoma of vicket and sage, Dry, fresh lavours with clean med fruit and o 14% 2012=  NJALUK  wewlsguonioia.com
chianky. fourugiaane chamcter which i typecal of Nebbaolo, 2007

Batasiolo, Botani, Monforte d'Alba 62 Tobwaota, rubber, redcurrant, earth and Bowel aromas. Structured and intense with 14.5%  2012-  §48 Mol
srmacibory red Beerry Tuours, juicy acadity and rouncled tanning. Fustic style 2020

Abessandeo Veglio, La Marra 617 Classic perfume of Seept red and bilack chenry fruit. Besutifully ripe fruit palate @ 14.5% 20012 NJA UK wewalmssndiowegio on
amgaenn style with firm, hegh tanning and elegant Nloral charnchion 2007

Candine San Silvestro, Patres, Novello 617 Pleasantly spicy anomas with a tomalo and stewed fruil nobe. Savoury palate 135% 2012- E2350 ieigarien Drutt Skep
which i appmachably uicy. Fine, elegant wine with a kong, expresshve finish 2004 E

Cordero di Mantezemaia, Bricoo Gatbera, 1617 Cough synup, pepper and 0ak bouagued. Quasi-maodem and alypical wine with 145% 201-  POA Eurrmiferi

La Moara some sweet cherry frult and chunkey, extracted tanris Elegand fesmirane style 2013

GO Vajea, Lo Albe, Baralo w7 Sgicn, red, witdot and firm bt Jenmy ied fait nose. Rich, uicy, savoury frist with 13.5%  From ET400 Liberty Wne
wory hicely tewtuned tanning and good concentration. Has some ausberity 2013

Giacomo Fenocchic, Cannubi, Monforte d'Alba 1617 Dharrle restd cheevry aned beery Pruil, spice, new keather and subilée creamy nose, Fresh, 14% 2012-  PODA Lrmn
juicy mesd with amgie fruit, tangy acsdity with fiem, miscular Banning 2016

Glanfranco Alessandria, Monlorte daAlba & Rich, geninods odky nose with nosg, crushed chierry and berry notes. Rich and 4% From ET4 90 e Wy

. surprisingly S0l in bextune Buf doesn' lack tannirs. Moden style 2013

Giavanni Rosso, Serralunga, Sermalunga d'Alba 1617 Fresh, vied, attractive nose of sweet charry frull and cashews. Approachable 4% 2002-  EZZ A5 Beerylresd Rudd
dath Pt walh @ hightl spiciness, gh acsdity and gripoy Tahrers, Fourguars 2004

Grimaldi Lulging, Vigna 52n Bisgea, La Morra 1617 Evolved rose, wialpl, swee! spice, red beery, saeth, rubbse and Sewed tea aroma. % 2013=  N/AUK wwwyrimalsvisicom
Medicmal with rice Frail Swesiness, lirm tarmins and lighl acidity, Fine backbane 2019

Mauro Maling, Gallinatto, La Morra 817 Semoke, vanilla oal, tar, sweet space, violet, red berry and mocha bouguet. Rich 15% 20M-  EILES  Chaspagnes & Chdnas
and soft attack but 1he mid-patate ks very tannic. Classy with along afertaste. 2007

Renato Aatll, Rocche, La Modrs 817 Shghtly ocidstvee aroma of hguonce and spice. Croanty, nch. shegant and 14.5% 20012  ES5T-E55 Boedessn index, EnPrime
powerful wirk which o ull of promise. The leathery length b a lot of finessa 2013 {2005)

Wintti, Rocche, Caitiglione Falletto 1617 DeScate, smoke, red fnat, sweat spice, earth, menerals and coffee bouguet, Light,  14% From  EBS Visum
evolved, creamy, savoury and herbal Favours with fam tannins phing some grip 2003

Borod 16 Caramed, ancieed, e Berry Traf, spede and ok node, Powerful, concentraled BEX 2015- ES4GL PeolumodVieo
and dey on 1hi polate. Engageng tanning are 1o {hi ohe - will be very good. 2020

Bussia Soprana, Masconi 16 Deficate smoke, red fruit, sweet spice and vanilla nose. Masculine palate with 1% 2003 NJA LUK swwbassosnend
sucrubent fruik, robust 1annins and acidity. Tangy finish. Quite a skeletal shyle 200

Caglisn, Ravera & Deseinped tertiany aromas with Movwers, spice. raspbemy and cranbeiry. Soit 4% 2002=  HW/A LUK wwesrsgiescon
patate with Swed fruil and moderale tarning. Balanced, sdegant and femining 2020

Cascing Adelaide, Canribl, Barolo -] Spice. sweet toasty oak, dark frut, bumt rbber and floval perfume. Bipe, supple 1% From  W/ALUK wwerscnssdeisiie com
paiate of sweet fruit, soft tannins and & nice balance. An appeaiing wine 2002
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Expert summary: lan d’Agata

No great turn-ups, with the leading lights shining as expected, although modern
wines were favoured over the big oak and long macerations of the traditional styles

lan d'Agata is the Decanter
World Wine Awards
Regional Chair for
Piedmont and Southern
Italy. He is also the author
of The Ecco Guide fo the
Best Wines of Italy and
co-author of the annual
D'dgats and Camparini
fraly’s Best Wines guide

YES, THERE WERE eight Decanter Awards and 67 four-star
wines, but there are still many unimpressive Barclos being
made (low three-star wines or worse), Insiders know that, as
in Burgundy, the name of the producer is all-important
when it comes to successfully translating Nebbiolo™s
classic rose and cherry perfume into the glass. With few
exceptions (Parusso, Rocche dei Manzoni, Prunotto), the
wines that scored two stars or below are not from the
leading lights of the area. Many are entry-level wines.

Equally, all valid single vineyards, including Brunate,
Romirasco, Rocche dell'Annunziata, Cerequio and Rocche
{many of which would be grands or premiers crus in a
classification devoid of commercial and political pressure)
are well represented. And it is great to see two wines from
the Rocchettevino vineyard - a premier cru site for Dolcetto
but hardly for Nebbiolo - getting four stars.

Unsurprisingly, wines from La Maorra did well, This cru,
the Musigny of Barolo, boasting charming, early maturing
wines and the most gifted producers, is the easlest to taste
young. Serralunga showed well too, perhaps surprisingly,
as these tannic wines are hard to judge young. Most
communes, from Monforte to Novello and Verduno, should
be pleased, with many earning at least four stars.

Wines made via later picking, shortened macerations
and new small barrels fared best, though traditional wines
(big oak barrels, long macerations) such as Oddera’s
Brunate did well too, Some traditional classics: Cavallotto's
Bricco Boschis and Vajra's Bricco delle Viole - scored less
well than | imagined, though still got respectable three stars

Overall, there were no big surprises or disappointments,
which is always a possibility when blind-tasting wines of a
famous region. The great names - Alde Conterno, Luciano
Sandrone, Ceretto, Renato Ratti - showed well, as did
many lesser-known but equally high-guality estates, such
as Ciabot Berton, Rugaeri Corsin and Bric Cenciurio.

Provided that wine lovers have the foresight to buy, and
the patience to let these 2006 Barolos age in their cellars,
they will have plenty to smile about come corkscrew time.

¢¢Serralunga showed well,
perhaps surprisingly, as these
tannic wines are hard to
judge young »)
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